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Proceedings of the Royal Society of Medicine no means exhausted and that there yet remain for the alert clinician opportunities of making notable contributions to diagnosis and to treatment.
The monograph is based upon the analysis of 312 particular examples of subarachnoid hxmorrhage together with a review of the extensive literature on the subject. It is well written and arranged, and gives an admirable critical discussion upon treatment. The task of the reader would be made a little easier if every chapter were not infiltrated by figures of a statistical order. Statistics have their necessary place in a work of reference, but it is surely unnecessary that the important sections describing the clinical picture and course and their relation to the several lesions involved should everywhere tell us how many times this and that sign or symptom was present or absent in the total of cases reviewed.
Subject to this minor criticism, the monograph may be strongly recommended as an interesting and comprehensive account of its subject. Tindall and Cox. 1956 . The Chief Editor of this work states that while the blood vessels are considered part of the cardiovascular system our knowledge of them in health and disease has so expanded as to require the entire attention of any single physician or surgeon; in fact he makes a case for separating a specialty of angiology from the comprehensive one of cardiology. Apart from Dr. S. S. Samuels, sixteen other workers contribute to this book which deals with the anatomy and physiology of the peripheral circulation and the diagnosis and treatment of the several diseases that may affect it; three authors write a chapter each from the Department of Surgery in Manchester University, Professor R. H. Goetz of Cape Town University has contributed five chapters, and American workers in this field are responsible for the remaining 16 chapters. Naturally, with such a strong team the book comprises an exhaustive study of the subject, and no one who is specially concerned with the diagnosis and treatment of vascular disorder should be without it although admittedly it is expensive. None the less the price is not too high for a book whose leaves in art paper show so many faultless illustrations, and such authoritative information on a newer section in medicine.
Pott's Paraplegia. By D. LI. Griffiths, H. J. Seddon and R. Roaf. (Pp. xiv+ 129; illustrated.
50s.) Oxford University Press. London: Cumberlege. 1956. Every surgeon or physician who deals with spinal tuberculosis should have this volume on his bookshelf, or preferably on his desk. This monograph reviews the clinical features and pathology of Pott's paraplegia, states the need for operative interference and gives the results of the operations which have been practised. The authors establish their thesis that, in general, operative decompression is the most effective treatment of severe paraplegia, and that in the thoracic region, antero-lateral decompression surpasse.s other techniques. The results of conservative treatment are critically assessed and found wanting.
Antero-lateral decompression in 50 cases of failed conservative treatment produced 36 successes (the standard of success being either complete neurological recovery beginning immediately after the operation, or recovery of ability to walk well, this recovery commencing during the early post-operative period).
The operation of antero-lateral decompression is so beautifully and clearly described, and made to appear so simple, that the authors are wise to give a final word of advice that its performance should be restricted to experienced spinal surgeons, with intimate knowledge of the conservative treatment of spinal tuberculosis, working in centres fully equipped for the management of the disease and for difficult surgery.
With its 30 plates and 26 diagrams and figures, and with its clarity of exposition, this book is a shining example of how a monograph on any subject should be presented. WHO) conducted a symposium "The Support of Medical Research" at the Royal Society of Medicine. This was an historic occasion, for though in the last fifty years central research organizations of medical sciences have been created in a number of countries, their directors had never been given the opportunity of meeting their colleagues collectively and of comparing their experiences. Those who attended this conference will welcome the publication of its report in so pleasant and informal a
